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ORPINGTON & DISTRICT BRANCH:
NCT NEARLY NEW SALE – Saturday 15th October 2011
Clothes, toys and equipment:

Registration closes: Friday 30th September 2011
Venue:   St John’s United Reformed Church, Lynwood Grove, Orpington, BR6 0GB

Date and Time: 15th October 2011   11.00am – 12.30pm (10.45am for members)
PLEASE NOTE: Our 2012 sale dates are yet to be confirmed.  

For more details check our website: www.nct.org.uk/in-your-area/orpington. 
Previous sellers and enquirers will be advised by email approx 6 weeks before the sale.
Dear Seller,
Please find the attached registration form and guidance notes – Please read thoroughly! It’s important for efficiency and child safety!

TO REGISTER: 

· Contact us, preferably by email: orpnns@hotmail.co.uk.
· Return the following items by 30th September 2011 to Jo Smith, 42 Northlands Avenue, Orpington, Kent, BR6 9LY.
1.  Registration form 
2. £5.00 cheque payable to NCT Orpington & District branch which secures your 
registration. Note: this is returned with your sale proceeds but is non-refundable in 
the event of a no show
3. 1x large envelope with large letter stamp (first class 75p, second class 58p) 
4. 1x standard envelope with normal 1st/2nd class stamp
During the week after registration closes and by 5th October 2011, you’ll be sent a letter advising your seller number for use on your labels.  Please see the attached template for you to print your own labels.  Please use card rather than paper or stickers when printing these as it is more likely to stay intact.

There is a limit of 40 items of clothing (within this 20 items only please in respect of 0-6 months and 10 items of maternity wear).  1 label = 1 item so attach as many pieces of clothing as will securely go together.  There is also a limit of 40 items of toys/equipment.  Please use your allocated seller number - you are free to include your name also but note: items without a seller number will be rejected – sorry! 
A general guide is 1/4 to 1/3 of the brand new price, depending on condition.
You can choose how much to charge but to help things run smoothly we do require that you:

• Do not charge less than 50p 

• Price only in round pounds or 50ps, i.e. 50p, £1, £1.50, £2.00 etc 

(Any items not priced correctly at the till will be rounded DOWN to the nearest 50p multiple.)
Note: Prams/pushchairs without accompanying checksheet may also be rejected (see last page).
Sale advertising:

We advertise in the News Shopper and everyone is welcome – to buy and sell – whether an NCT member or not.  Please distribute the attached flyers advertising the sale EVERYWHERE e.g. at schools, your doctor’s surgery - the more people who turn up at the sale the more likely your goods will be sold!!!  At the very least please put a copy of the poster up in your car window which is great advertising for the shopping malls etc.  

Basic instructions for the sale:

· Register your items with the sales co-ordinator at the venue between 8.30am and 9.00am – if your items are delivered later than this we may require you to help sort and display them.
· Volunteers upon arrival will be directed to their group leader. If you are not volunteering please return to the venue at 1.30pm to remove your unsold goods. The hall will close at 2.00pm.
· The labels from your sold items will be sent to you approximately 2 weeks after the sale, along with a cheque with your profit.  The NCT keeps 35%. However if you help on the day NCT will only keep 30%. There is also a £2.00 administration charge, which is taken from your profits.  

Detailed information is provided in the guidance notes below. Please double check them before contacting us regarding a query.
HELPERS:

· Helpers get 20 minutes shopping time before the main doors open and seller helpers keep 70% of profits instead of 65%!! 35% of the sale price of each item goes to the Branch and is treated as fundraising income. If sellers volunteer to help on the day then 30% will be taken. Note: if you are unable to help due to pregnancy or baby under three months, then 30% will be taken. Please let us know ON THE REGISTRATION SHEET!
We need approx 30 helpers during the sale and NEED sellers to volunteer. As volunteer mums we organisers need to get back to our families, like yourselves, as quickly as possible.   

Some of the tasks on the day are: 
Setting up halls, displaying merchandise, taking entrance fee from queue, helping during sale, clearing up and helping treasurer with administration.

Please indicate if you’d be willing to be a “leader” in charge of people to make sorting before the sale easier – particularly if you have done a sale before.
We urge you to return your forms and £5 cheque as quickly as possible in order to avoid disappointment!

As always, our thanks to you for supporting the NCT.  We look forward to seeing you at the sale!  

Yours faithfully,

Orpington & District NCT

0844 243 6235         orpnns@hotmail.co.uk
Pricing Guidelines -  
Prices must be written in red and in multiples of 50p only
We hope to maintain high quality standards at NCT sales. Items are more likely to sell if they are of “good as new” quality – THIS IS NOT A JUMBLE SALE. Where possible, include original packaging and instructions to increase your chances of sale. Label all items prior to the sale with details of age range. Make sure that the labels can be easily removed and that removal will not damage the items.  Please ensure the labels are card and NOT sticky labels as these cannot be removed easily. Items need to be priced realistically to sell well. Items under £2 sell faster. (Tip: when pricing items, try not to think about what you paid and what it was worth to you. Instead consider how much you would pay if you were buying it second-hand, possibly having several to choose from).  Many say they are better off selling an item, e.g. £20 new, for £5 rather than price it at £10 and risk having to cart it home again unsold! 

0-6 months clothing is a tricky area as we have tons of good quality clothing but people aren’t generally buying second-hand clothes for this age, particularly when there’s such good quality at low prices in the shops these days – and those who do buy aren’t willing to pay much... so to avoid the frustration of having it all returned to you we would therefore suggest that you price/bundle clothes as suggested…obviously any “known” labels are going to fetch more, but we’d still recommend pricing on the low side – remember you want to get rid of them!!!! 
Note: suggested prices and %’s below are intended as a guide only.  Please do not overprice as this only leads to unsold goods
· Clothes – please sell in sets as much as possible and on hangers, where practical, which may not be returned whether item is sold or not sold.  We reserve the right to re-use the hangers.
	Babygrows
	5 for 50p -£1
	Trousers / jeans
	2 for £1 - £3

	Baby T-shirts
	3 for £1-£1.50
	T – shirts
	50p - £1

	Baby dresses and suits
	£1 - £3
	Dresses
	£2 - £4

	Baby coats
	£2 - £4
	Cardigans/jumpers
	£1 - £2

	Snowsuits
	£1 - £2
	Coats
	£2 - £5

	Pram suits
	£2-£4
	Socks/Underwear
	5 pairs £1-£2

	Slippers /Wellies
	£1-£3
	Swimwear
	£1-£3

	Grobags
	£5-£8
	
	


· Toys 

	Activity Centres
	£2-£5
	Baby Gyms
	£5-£10

	Books
	50p-£1.50
	Dolls Pushchairs
	£1-£5

	Jigsaws
	50p-£1
	Ride on Toys
	£5-£10

	Videos
	50p-£1
	DVDs
	£1-£5


· Equipment – Popular items can be priced at around 50% of the new price: stair gates, playpens, high chairs, prams, buggies, travel cots and recliners (with instruction leaflet if possible). Less popular items should be very cheap if they are to sell: bedding and blankets, children’s duvet covers and nappy bins.

	Booster Seats
	£5 - £8
	High Chairs
	£10 +

	Changing Mats
	£1
	Strollers
	£10+

	Fireguards
	£10+
	Pushchairs
	£25 +

	Safety Gates
	£10+
	Slings
	£5-£15

	Backpacks
	£30+
	
	


IMPORTANT - Prior to the Sale – Checklist!

1. Return by post or deliver by 30th September 2011 to:

    Jo Smith, 42 Northlands Avenue, Orpington, Kent, BR6 9LY.
· Registration Form – please read this carefully, complete fully and sign.
· 1x large envelope with large letter stamp (first class 75p, second class 58p) AND 1x standard envelope with normal 1st/2nd class stamp.  
(A £2 administration fee will be charged for any envelope that does not have a stamp)
· £5.00 Cheque made payable to NCT Orpington & District branch – amount returned with sale proceeds but non-refundable in the event of a no-show.

2. Complete the details on your labels:

· Prices must be written in multiples of 50p only
· Use allocated seller number on labels where it says “name”.

· Please remember there is a limit of 40 items for clothes (including shoes and accessories and of these only 20 clothing items of 0-6 months and 10 items for maternity clothes).  If it is found that a Seller has submitted more than 40 items, then only the profit from the first 40 labels will be forwarded to the Seller – the rest will be donated to the NCT.

· The limit on items of toys and equipment is 40 items.

· Attach the labels with safety pins, string or wool (NOT cotton) – anything that will keep the labels secure on your items, but can be easily removed at the till (by scissors).  Please limit the use of sellotape only to those items where safety pins or string are not practical and the item cannot be damaged when the label is removed.

· Please do not use clear plastic bags for clothes, as purchasers will only open them to check the quality of the contents.  They will be removed prior to the sale.

· Sort clothes into carrier bags and label them by age and gender:  0-3 months, 3-6m, 6-12m, 12-18m, 18-24m, 2-3 years, 3-4 years, 4-6 years and 6-8 years. Girls and boys clothes should be separated out, so please also label the bags with Girls or Boys.  Other items should also be sorted: baby toys, toddler toys, soft toys, books, videos, accessories, equipment and maternity.  As time is limited, items will not be accepted for sale if they are not pre-sorted and bags found to contain mixed sized clothes will be rejected and put to one side. 
Morning of the Sale

· Deliver your goods to the hall between 8.30am and 9.00am.  Goods may not be accepted outside of these times or you may be required to assist in sorting and displaying them.  

· Declare yourself to the organiser. If you are volunteering to help, you will be assigned to a leader for the day. Whether or not you volunteer please leave your goods once you’ve registered in the middle of the hall – the helpers will sort and display everything.

· Please don’t leave any bags at the hall that you want to keep – please bring them back when you return to repack any unsold items.

· If applicable, hand in your advertisement for the ‘For Sale’ Board (see ‘Sale Board’) and the appropriate £1 fee.

After the Sale

· If you are not volunteering to help, please return to the hall at 1.30pm to collect your unsold items.  Don’t forget to check the ‘Reject Table’ in case any of your items are here.
· No responsibility can be taken for uncollected items.  However, should any be found in the hall after the sale, you will be advised and must arrange for their immediate collection.  Items will be held for two weeks after the sale and then if not collected will be disposed of.

· Please look through your unsold items when you get home, to ensure that you have not picked up anything belonging to someone else.  If you have, please email/ telephone as soon as possible.

· Your labels from items sold, together with your cheque will be sent in your SAE approximately two weeks after the sale.  The £2.00 registration fee will be deducted from your overall profit.

· If an item is not sold, look at it again and re-consider its quality and price before re-entering it for another sale.  If it hasn’t sold after the second sale, then please do not enter for a third sale.


Sale Board

· There is a ‘For Sale’ board available in the hall during the sale, for you to display a postcard-sized advertisement, to sell goods that the NCT cannot accept for sale or that may be difficult to transport to the sale e.g. mattresses and car seats.

· A £1 charge will be made for each item advertised.

· Please include your telephone number on your advertisement.  If you are staying to help during the sale, you may prefer to add ‘See me at the sale’.  One of the helpers can come and find you and you can speak to the potential purchaser immediately.

· Hand your advertisement in at the door at the beginning of the sale, together with the appropriate fee.

Help Desk

· There is a Helper available at the sale to whom buyers can take sealed items to be opened and checked.  This also offers a system of a 24-hour guarantee for individual items which cannot be tested at the sale i.e. videos and battery-operated toys.  This enables us to trace faulty items back to the seller once they have been sold.

Disclaimer

· Liability disclaimers will be displayed clearly at all sales. These disclaimers waive the NCT from any loss, damage or injury arising from items purchased at the NNS. Although every care will be taken with the security of your sale goods, the NCT cannot accept responsibility for labels that become detached and lost, or for lost and damaged items. All items are left at the owner’s risk.
Volunteers

· Volunteers help set up the tables and rails, display items, staff the hall during the sale, assist on tills, remove labels, help sort unsold items and generally tidy/clean up.

· Refreshments and biscuits will be provided.  Please bring a packed lunch if required.
· Helpers get a 20 minute shopping time before the main doors open to the general public. Sellers who help get 70% of sale proceeds instead of 65%.
· Volunteers are required to be available to help for the whole time of the sale, from dropping off, and for clearing up afterwards. We anticipate that we should finish around 3pm.  You will be required to sign out at the end of the day to receive the 30% rate.

Sellers Guide

Even if you are not intending to sell many of the items mentioned - If you intend to volunteer please do take the time to read the attached guidelines as they are important for the safety of children and you may well spot something on the day that the seller has missed.

If you have any queries, please contact us:

Tel:     0844 243 6235            Email:     orpnns@hotmail.co.uk

However:

Please do double check these guidelines before asking us a question as we are all busy volunteer mums!!!

For any general NCT or NNS questions you can also contact our head office. 

Thank you.

Template for Labels


ORPINGTON NCT:  GUIDE FOR SELLERS

What we do sell:

Good quality baby and children’s clothes – clean, ironed, no stains, holes or buttons missing

Children’s toys and equipment – safe, complete and in good working order (see below)

Children’s books and pregnancy and birth books – in good condition

Maternity wear
Shoes, sandals, wellies and jellies

What we can sell if you meet the terms and conditions:

Prams or buggies

High chairs and other upholstered items

Nightwear

Cosmetic products (stretch-mark cream, etc.)

Stands for carrycots

Pedal cycles

Ceramic or cookware
Door bouncers
What we do not sell:
Car seats or car booster seats or car seats from travel systems, although you may offer the car seat of a travel system to its buyer for private sale at a later date

Second-hand mattresses from cots, cribs or Moses baskets, although you can sell travel cots with mattresses
"Bag-type" slings
Breast pumps manual, battery or mains (other than brand new unopened manual pumps at branch’s discretion) please donate instead to the Infant Nutrition Feeding Centre at The Princess Royal University Hospital)

Riding hats or crash helmets

Mains powered electrical equipment or toys, even if these also run on batteries

Plastic bottles, baby food and formula milk

Dummies and soothers

Hand-knitted toys 

Recalled items

If you do still wish to sell some of these items please see the ‘SALE BOARD’ section.

Clothing should be suitable for the sale season – any clothing found to be in the wrong season, poor quality, dirty, stained, washed out, well worn or faded will also be rejected.

Please ensure that all toys and equipment are clean and in working order and where appropriate, they should be accompanied by their instructions. 
Why we do and don’t sell items

Goods sold at NNS must, by law, be safe and fit for purpose. Our guidance is based on that provided by Trading Standards. They do not have anything specific for Nearly New Sales, but felt that the closest advice they could offer was for charity shops.

All Trading Standards offices are run semi-independently and if you have any specific questions not answered in this guide, you can contact your local Trading Standards office. You can find your local office through the Trading Standards website www.tradingstandards.gov.uk or by telephone (each office has a unique number that will be listed in your local telephone directory).

Please note that this guidance is for Ticket Sales, where the NCT is acting as an agent for the seller and we are therefore responsible for the safety of the goods.

Items which can be sold provided conditions are met

By law we/you are required to ensure that the goods you sell are both reasonably safe and meet any specific safety requirements which apply to that particular item. Products which have specific controls on them are included in the list below. 

Children’s Toys – 

We will refuse to sell any item we find to be dirty, faulty or dangerous. 

If selling a battery operated item, please try to include batteries so that the buyer can check good working condition.
All children’s toys must meet strict safety requirements, whether they are new or second-hand. All new toys are required to bear a CE mark, which is a declaration that the toy complies with safety requirements. Regardless of whether it is CE marked please thoroughly inspect it to ensure that it is not unsafe.

Generally speaking, toys must not:

• Be made of flammable materials

• Have sharp edges of points

• Have easily detached parts or features (eyes, buttons, stuffing etc.)

• Contain toxic substances, or be painted with toxic paints

• Operate at more than 24 volts

Toys should be designed and manufactured to meet standards of hygiene and cleanliness and avoid any risk of infection, sickness or contamination.

To avoid suffocation, plastic bags used for packing toys must be too small for a child’s head, and should be made of plastic which is of sufficient thickness not to pose a suffocation risk.

Bear in mind that small parts are a choking hazard to children under 36 months of age:

If in doubt please ensure it is marked as only being suitable for children over 36 months of age.

Wheeled child conveyances regulations
From 1 January 1999 major changes in the law relating to the sale of both new and second-hand ‘wheeled child conveyances’ came into force.

The new regulations may reduce the number of buggies, pushchairs and prams branches are able to sell at Nearly New Sales, but they are a legal requirement and must be obeyed.

The maximum penalty for failing to comply with these requirements is a £5,000 fine and/or six months imprisonment.

The term ‘wheeled child conveyances’ refers to all wheeled vehicles designed to carry one or two babies or infants, but does not apply to transporters for carrycots, toys or vehicles enabling children to move themselves about. Every item of this type sold at an NCT NNS must conform to the three points below:

1. Wheeled child conveyances must conform to British Standard 7409 (or an equivalent

European Standard) and must be permanently marked BS 7409:1996, together with the name or trademark of the manufacturer or importer. The label with these details is usually found on the frame or seat covering

2. A permanent notice on the vehicle must state:

“Children should be harnessed in at all times and should never be left unattended. The child should be clear of moving parts while making adjustments. This vehicle requires regular maintenance by the user. Overloading, incorrect folding and the use of non-approved accessories may damage or break this vehicle. Read the instructions.”

3. Instructions in English must be supplied with each vehicle. These are to be headed: “IMPORTANT, KEEP FOR FUTURE REFERENCE” and must include instructions relating to operation, assembly, use and maintenance.

If the original instructions are lost, replacements may be able to be downloaded from the internet.

For second-hand prams, it is also important to check the pram is in good condition.

Here is a handy checklist which shouldn’t take long to complete.

• Ensure there are no sharp edges or points.
• The folding chassis’ must have a primary and secondary locking device. Do they both engage and work properly?

• Is the safety harness in good condition? Make sure the harness is secure and the straps are not frayed.
• Check the wheels are secure and there is no evidence of any heavy wear on the edges of wheels.
• Does the parking brake work both forwards and backwards, and does it engage properly?

• Check the general stability of the pram in all directions (forwards, backwards and sideways left  and right).
• Have the tubes or linkages been bent by heavy impact with kerbs or stairs?

• Can small fingers be trapped? Ensure that exposed tubes still have some means of preventing fingers from getting trapped.
Recalled Maclaren pushchairs must be fitted with a hinge safety cover.  Covers are available, free of charge, from the Maclaren website, http://covers.maclaren.co.uk/ but must be fitted before the sale, otherwise we will not be able to sell the pushchair.  This applies to the following models:

*Volo





*Triumph

*Quest Sport




*Quest Mod

*Techno XT




*Techno XLR

*Twin Triumph




*Twin Techno

*Easy Traveller 
You MUST complete a safety checklist for each pram – we will retain this for six months or so in case of complaint. To get a checklist to use, use the link below to open the document, print page 19 only and photocopy as necessary:

www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/upload/public/attachments/745/Secondhand_Goods_Pack__ONLINE_VERSION.pdf. 

Or see the last but one page of this document for our version.
Upholstered furniture (e.g. prams, high chairs etc)

All upholstered prams and pushchairs (new and second-hand) also have to comply with the stringent flammability requirements contained in the Furniture and Furnishings (Fire) (Safety) Regulations.

 It is advisable to check that a permanent label headed ‘Carelessness Causes Fire’ is present indicating compliance with the flammability requirements.

All second-hand upholstered furniture, including items such as prams and high chairs, made after 1950 must meet the same safety regulations as new upholstered furniture. 

When new upholstered furniture is supplied it should generally have a permanent label on each item. This label is headed ‘Carelessness Causes Fire’ and includes a summary of the measures taken to ensure compliance with the Regulations. The label may be under the cushions or seat, or perhaps under the base.

If you cannot find this label, you should not sell the piece of furniture as there is no guarantee that it will meet current regulations.

Ask your local Trading Standards for a copy of their ‘Do you sell Second-hand Upholstered Furniture?’ fact sheet if you intend to sell it.

Nightwear

It is an offence to sell children’s nightwear that does not comply with the flammability requirements of BS 5722.

Children’s nightwear means:

• Anything designed for wear by, and that would normally be worn by, a child over three months and under the age of 13 years.

• Nightdresses with a chest measurement not exceeding 91cm or the length measurement not exceeding 122cm.

• Non-terry towelling dressing gowns and bath robes where the chest measurement does not exceed 97cm or the sleeve measurement does not exceed 69cm.

Children’s nightwear does not include pyjamas and cotton terry towelling bath robes, or babies' garments (garments exclusively for babies under three months and having a chest measurement not exceeding 53 centimetres (approx 21 inches). These do not have to comply with the flammability standard but they must carry a permanent label showing whether or not they meet the flammability standard.

Other Nightwear (maternity nightshirts etc.)

Adults' nightwear must be labelled so as to inform the purchaser whether or not the item meets the flammability requirements of BS 5722.

Labelling

If the item meets the requirements, it must have a label, printed in black, stating:

• ‘low flammability to BS 5722’ (in black letters), or

• ‘low flammability to BS 5722’ (in black letters) and ‘keep away from fire’ (in red letters),

or

• ‘keep away from fire (in red letters).

If the item does not meet the flammability requirements, it must have a label, printed in red, stating ‘Keep Away From Fire’.

Any nightwear that is treated with flame-retardant chemicals must carry a label with the words: “do not wash at more than 50°c. Check suitability of washing agent (in black letters).”

Cosmetic products (stretch-mark cream etc.)

Cosmetic products which include soap, toothpaste, shampoo, deodorants, perfumes and make-up, have comprehensive safety requirements which include:

• They must not be likely to damage a person’s health in normal or foreseeable use

• They must not contain certain listed substances and other substances can only be included within certain limits

• They need specific labelling information including name and address of manufacturer and instruction for use where appropriate.

Recent cosmetics for the UK market are likely to meet these requirements. If you do sell cosmetics they must be unopened and before their use by dates and originally for sale in the UK.
Carrycot Stands

Carrycot stands must be labelled with the maximum length and width of carrycot it is designed to hold. They must not have castors or wheels. The bottom of the carrycot must not be more than 432mm above the floor and the base must be at least as wide and three quarters as long as a the carry cot. There must be a guard rail or rigid stops at least 75mm above the base of the carrycot.

Second-hand carrycot stands are covered by the General Product Safety Regulations. In order to comply with these requirements, the following are some of the points to be considered when assessing the safety of a carrycot stand:
• Ensure that appropriate instructions for use including maximum sizes of carrycot and weight loadings are affixed to the carrycot stand.
• Ensure that the carrycot will be effectively retained in position on the stand.
• Ensure that the cot stand frame is not distorted or modified causing it to become unstable.

Pedal cycles

A child’s bicycle is any bike where the saddle height is less than 635 mm from the ground with tyres fully inflated. These are not covered by cycle legislation but by toy legislation – the usual safety advice applies: no obvious damage, no sharp edges, no finger traps etc.

Adult bicycles (those larger than this) are subject to cycle safety requirements. It is an offence to supply an unsafe bicycle (max penalty £5,000 and/or six months in prison) and we could be liable under civil law if the sale of such a bicycle results in a personal injury. It will not be enough to display a disclaimer therefore we will not be accepting these in the sale and would suggest that you advertise on our notice board at the venue for a private sale.

Ceramic ware, cooking utensils

The Ceramic Ware Safety Regulations 1988 prohibit the supply of any ceramic ware (plates etc) that does not meet the limits of metal release specified in British Standard 6748.

Ceramic ware that does not come into contact with foodstuffs is not included.

The Cooking Utensils (Safety) Regulations 1972 similarly prohibit the supply of any kitchen utensil for cooking a food which has any surface with a metal coating which contains more than 20 parts in 10,000 of lead unless the surface coating does not make contact with the food.

Products meeting European standards will have a wineglass and fork logo on them.

Any cooking ware or utensils manufactured in the last 30 years should easily comply with these regulations.

Door bouncers
To minimise the risk of accidents please ensure that door bouncers are sold with assembly instructions including a weight limit.
ITEMS NOT TO BE SOLD

Car seats

The NCT cannot sell child car seats through ticket sales as it is impossible to guarantee their safety. They may have previously been in an accident; may not come with fitting instructions; not comply with current safety standards and may have been damaged through use.

Recent crash tests by Hampshire County Council, Trading Standards Service have shown that half of the second-hand child car safety seats tested failed to securely restrain a child in the event of an accident. In one case the harness failed completely and sent the crash test dummy flying from the seat. An article giving further information can be found at: http://www.hants.gov.uk/press/2003/d583childseats.html 
Although you can sell a Travel System pram at NNS, you cannot sell a Travel System’s car seat. You may attach a note to the Travel System inviting enquiries from buyers to purchase the car seat privately at a later date or away from the NNS, but you are NOT allowed to include the car seat in the price of the Travel System. Also, you are NOT allowed to bring the car seat inside the venue of the NNS under any circumstances.

You are also NOT allowed to give the car seat away free under the auspices of the NCT, as this is considered to be supplying and thus has the same liability as selling.

Second-hand cot mattresses

The NCT policy is that second-hand cot mattresses may not be sold at NCT Nearly New Sales. This is because of information from the Foundation for the Study of Infant Deaths (FSID) which implicates second-hand mattresses in cot deaths. 

FSID says ‘…several studies by Jenkins et al 1, 2, 3 show that mattresses can become colonised by bacteria, which can stay in them, particularly in the foam interior, a very long time. Also, epidemiological research 4 has found that there is a link between using a second-hand mattress and a higher incidence of cot death.’

A BBC news website also says: ‘A team from the Royal Hospital for Sick Children in Glasgow studied 131 infants who died of sudden infant death syndrome and 278 healthy infants of the same age. Each family completed a questionnaire on how they cared for their children.’

‘The researchers found a ‘significant’ link between having a second-hand mattress and a risk of cot death. Toxic bacteria linked to sudden infant death syndrome have also been found in used infant mattresses.’

FSID advises ‘It is very important that your baby’s mattress is kept clean and dry. Ideally you should buy a new mattress for each new baby. If you are not able to do this, use the one you have as long as it was made with a completely waterproof cover (e.g. PVC) and has no tears, cracks or holes. Clean it thoroughly and dry it.

‘Check that the mattress is in good condition, doesn’t sag, is firm, not soft and fits the cot without any gaps. ‘Ventilated’ mattresses (with holes) are not recommended as it is not possible to keep the inside clean.’

You can sell travel cots with mattresses.

Riding hats and crash helmets

The same advice applies here as for child car sets. It is impossible to tell if these items have become damaged in an accident therefore we cannot guarantee their safety.

Mains Powered Electrical Equipment

Any electrical appliance can only be sold if tested and approved by a qualified electrician.

This will also mean that the item incorporates a correctly fitted 3 pin plug. This advice includes equipment that also runs on batteries. Therefore it’s not recommended that we sell any mains powered electrical equipment.

Bottles

Second-hand bottles should not be sold on safety grounds. There is a possibility that bisphenol A, a harmful chemical, can leach out of baby bottles.

Further information can be found at: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4223984.stm

Baby food/breast pumps

Because of the difficulties of ensuring hygiene, it is not advisable to sell baby food even if new and unopened. Similarly second-hand breast pumps. Brand new manual breast pumps, in an unopened original box may be sold if you wish.

Children’s clothing with hood cords

It is an offence to supply any item of children’s clothing (44cm chest measurement or less) if it has a hood designed to be secured by a cord drawn through the material. This is to prevent the possibility of strangulation. As the regulation banning cords has been in force since the 70s, it is unlikely that many such clothes will be sent to Nearly New Sales.
"Bag-type" slings

We regret we cannot accept "Bag-type" slings (such as Infantino sling rider or Premaxx baby bag) at NNS, as these slings have been shown to be unsafe, and have been associated with baby deaths in the US. In "bag-style" slings, the deep pouch where the baby lies could put the baby in a potentially suffocating, curved position. In addition the fabric, which has an elasticised edge, may cover baby's face or the baby may turn in toward the carer's body, so that they have difficulty breathing. These bag slings also obstructs the baby from the parent's view, due to the high and gathered side panels. 

Please note that the majority of baby carriers and slings are still safe to use, if they hold baby in proper alignment and fit snugly by design and instruction. These safe designs of sling include shallow pouch-style slings, ring slings, soft carriers and wrap slings. The brands and products which cannot be accepted are:
*Infantino sling rider 



*Lamaze close comfort
*Premaxx baby bag 



*Boppy carry in comfort
*Munchkin cargo sling



*Wendy Bellissimo sling
Recalled items
We are unable to sell any items that have been recalled.  Please contact your local Trading Standards office: http://www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/ or http://recalledproducts.org/ for a list of UK and European recalled products.

15.10.11 Autumn Nearly New Sale: Registration Form

Orpington & District branch – REGISTRATION DEADLINE 30.09.11
SELLER NAME:  …………………………                                        
ADDRESS:………………………………………………….……………………….….

……………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………  POSTCODE  ……………...………….

EMAIL ADDRESS: please update to ensure you are advised of forthcoming events  

………………………………………...…………………………

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER :………………………………………………

	
	I volunteer to help on the day  (From drop off to approx 3pm)


	
	I volunteer as a leader   


	
	I do not volunteer to help on the day


	
	I am pregnant or have a baby under 3 months


If not helping please return to the sale at 1.30pm to collect unsold items.  The hall will be closed by 2.00pm.

The NCT will deduct 35% from any monies due. If you volunteer to help on the day then 30% will be deducted (includes those for which pregnancy or baby under 3 months applies).

There is a £2 administration charge which will be deducted from your profit.

1 x Large SAE (first class Large stamp = 75p, second class Large stamp = 58p) and 
1x standard envelope with standard stamp PROVIDED?       YES:                    NO:           .                            
If not, a further £2 administration charge per envelope will be levied.  
I CONFIRM THAT I HAVE ENTERED NO MORE THAN 40 ITEMS OF CLOTHING (INCLUDING NO MORE THAN 20 0-6 MONTHS AND 10 ITEMS OF MATERNITY WEAR), AND NO MORE THAN 40 ITEMS OF TOYS/EQUIPMENT, EITHER IN MY NAME OR IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANOTHER SELLER.   I AM NOT SELLING ON BEHALF OF ANOTHER PERSON AND THEREFORE CAN CONFIRM THAT ALL ITEMS ENTERED ARE IN A NEARLY NEW CONDITION AND SOUND WORKING ORDER WHERE APPLICABLE.

SIGNED:……………………………………………………DATE:……………………… 

Pram & Pushchair Checksheet

Prams and pushchairs must also comply with general safety requirements. It is recommended that all prams and pushchairs are therefore checked for the following prior to supply or offer to supply. 

Record any checks that have been done and any remedial action taken use one sheet per item and identify the item clearly.

Product: Serial No:

Examined by :                                                           

Date:                            Signature:

Pram/

	Is there a BS7409 or equivalent label                        


	YES
	NO

	Is there a permanent label stating “carelessness causes fire” indicating that it complies with the Furniture & Furnishings (Fire) (Safety) Regulations 1988?              


	YES
	NO

	Are there any sharp edges or points?


	YES
	NO

	The safety harness should be a 5 point harness. Have you checked that it is in good condition, it is secure and that the straps are not frayed?


	YES
	NO

	Are the wheels secure? Do they show any evidence of heavy wear on the edges of

the wheels?


	YES
	NO

	Does the parking brake work and engage properly? Does it work both forwards and

backwards?


	YES V
	NO

	Is the pram/pushchair generally stable in all directions (forwards, backwards, sideways, left and right)?


	YES
	NO

	The folding chassis must have a primary and secondary locking device.

Do they both engage and work properly?


	YES
	NO

	Have any of the tubes or linkages, been bent by heavy impact with kerbs or stairs?


	YES
	NO

	Have you ensured that the pram/pushchair does not present any finger entrapments? Do any exposed tubes still have some means of preventing fingers from getting trapped?


	YES
	NO

	Is the pram/pushchair generally in good condition?


	YES
	NO
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Item description:











PRICE: 
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PRICE: 
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UK  enquiry  line  0870 444 8707         Breastfeeding line 0870 444 8708            www.nctpregnancyandbabycare.com             www.nctms.co.uk

Registered No. 2370573 (England)  • Registered Office: Alexandra House, Oldham Terrace, London W3 6NH  • Registered Charity No. 801395

Although every care will be taken with the security of your sale goods, the NCT cannot accept responsibility for labels that become detached and lost, or for lost and damaged items. All items are left at the owner’s risk.

